
 
 
 
October 18, 2010 
 
Re: Excessive Snow and/or Ice Accumulation 
 
Dear A&S Builder: 
 
Please allow this letter to serve as a friendly reminder that the onsets of winter weather conditions 
are just right around the corner!  
 
Winter weather conditions simply do provide the right environment for either snow and/or ice 
accumulations to occur.      
 
Whether you experience one-time above average snow fall in your area; or an extended period of 
prolonged cold weather with several normal snow falls…excessive ice and snow accumulation 
can occur and should be removed off the roof to keep structural deflections to a minimum. Failure 
to do this removal of snow and/or ice can result in an overload condition and cause serious 
damage to your building. 
 
Obviously, we strongly urge you to remove the snow and ice to avoid this occurrence when 
repeated accumulations are expected. It also is recommended that a structural engineer be 
consulted before any snow or ice removal is initiated.  
 
I have attached to this letter the Snow Removal Section of the MBMA Manual (Appendix 9) for 
your review. 
 
If skylights/or any type of light transmitting panels are present in the building’s roof; the snow 
and/or ice will conceal their specific location. Extreme care should be exercised when working in 
these areas of skylights/or light transmitting panels! DO NOT STEP DIRECTLY ON SKYLIGHTS/ 
LIGHT TRANSMITTING PANELS, OR IN THE AREAS ADJACENT TO EITHER 
SKYLIGHTS/LIGHT TRANSMITTING PANELS. 
 
While building structures are designed for specific loading requirements, it is very important to 
recognize that a proactive approach to protecting any building from excessive acts of nature is 
the responsibility of the building owner. We strongly recommend that you forward a copy of this 
letter or communicate its content to your past customers and urge them to take appropriate action 
to prevent excessive snow and/or ice accumulations. 
 
If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact either Walter Mershon, VP of 
Engineering for A&S Building Systems or myself. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Dennis P McDeavitt, PE 
President  
A&S Building Systems 
(865) 426-2141 








